1781]                              INDIA
East India Company was often on the verge of bankr Undoubtedly the perpetual want of money led Hastings 1 most questionable of his enterprises, the letting out of the pany's troops to the Rajah of Oude for the purpose of d out or subjecting the Rohillas, a race of freebooters on his i western borders. But difficulties thickened with the outbn the war with the Mahrattas and the French. The climax in 1780 when Hyder Ali, the usurper of Mysore, let loo: hordes upon the Carnatic, and threatened to sweep the I into the sea. Then it was that the genius of Hastings aw< full strength. He strained every nerve to send from the He a large force of troops to the relief of the despairing settL at Madras; and, money being an essential, he cast about means of finding it without wholly depleting the exchequer embarrassed Company. Among other devices he pressed ' his feudatories, Cheyt Singh, Zamindar of Benares, for a s ^"50,000 in addition to the annual tribute. Seeing that the I held the paramountcy in India, and therefore enjoyed the of calling on the vassal princes for help in time of emergen< claim was reasonable, especially as Cheyt Singh's father his position to the East India Company. After giving assistance in each of the years 1778-80, Cheyt Singh be§ grow restive in 1780 when the demand was renewed, and si signs of disloyalty. Hastings thereupon imposed a fj ^"500,000. More than this, he went to Benares in person, I to browbeat the Zamindar; but, his following being scam troops of the latter rose against him, and cooped him up residence. With the splendid coolness which never deserte* he manfully faced the danger. Secretly he sent warning tcor several generations, the rt! thr -aiprriisr t>|}i«jal*s at}«l |»t/-u.nt. iheir (uiit-lions.
